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palaces be built in Pyongyang and Kaesong for stu- 
dents and children. 


The designers drew an ambitious blueprint ac- 
cording to his instructions but the envisaged total 
floor space was no more than 8,200 square metres. 

The Marshal examined the blueprint many a time 
and suggested to build a much bigger and better 
palace for the rising generation. He instructed the 
designers to design a huge building with a total 
floor space of 50,000 Square metres, or more than 
five times bigger than the originally designed. 

In 1960 the designing was over and the construc- 
tion started full scale. But the work would be delayed 
from time to time and unexpected obstacles crop 
up because the project was so huge and our construc- 
tion personnel had had no experience in this sort of 
undertaking. So Marshal Kim 11 Sung personally gave 
them meticulous guidance and helped them untie 
their knotty problems. 

One night in April 1961 the Marshal called in 
cadres from the Pyongyang City People’s Committee 
and the City Construction Committee. The hard work 
was in full swing to lay the foundation of the palace 
at that time. When they came, he Said he was sorry 
to have called them late at night and then explained 
why he had done so. He said: 


“Today I heard the children’s programme over 
the radio. You see, children sang a song ‘The Pres- 
ident is building a tall and beautiful palace for us.’ 
Hearing their song, I could not sit with folded arms. 
That is why I have called you.... 
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“Well, how are things going on at the construc- 
tion site of the Students’ and Children’s Palace?” 

When he was told that the work was not pro- 
gressing rapidly, he looked anxious. He checked the 
model of the palace from various angles for a long 
while and explained in detail how to accelerate the 
construction work. _ 

Seeing off the city cadres, the Marshal again 
urged them: 

_“Let’s provide our youngsters with the Students’ 
and Children’s Palace as quickly as possible. Listen- 
ing to their song today, I felt as if we were greatly 
indebted to them.... 

“Whom are we working for? We are working for 
our younger generation, for our flower buds, aren’t 
we? Let’s build a good palace for them.” 

He has such warm love and deep solicitude for 
our younger generation! 

On many occasions later, he acquainted himself 
with how the construction work was going, and on 
October 13, 1961 he visited the construction site 
himself. 

_ By that time the walls. of the main building and 
the gymnasium were nearing completion and the 
tower and the theatre were under construction. 

He told us to build the tower well, so that it 
would look beautiful from anywhere in the city. He 
had had such interest in the tower that whenever 
checking the design, he had taught us how it should 
look like. He made his way through the scattered 
building materials and went up to the roof of the 
main building. — 


“hig is a very nice place. From here we ĉan see 
the whole city of Pyongyang,’ said the Marshal with 
a smile of satisfaction. 

Then he asked the cadres at the construction site 
what material they were going to use to finish the 
floor and walls of the palace. 

` One of them answered that they were planning 
to use marble and wood for some part of the floor 
and plaster the walls. 

The Marshal said, “But as far as the vestibules 
and halls are concerned, I think you’d better coat 
both the floors and the walls with marble. What are 
you keeping good marble for? Let's use it for the 
children... We should not spare anything for our 
rising generation.” Saying so, he repeatedly urged 
them to build a good palace so that it would be ever- 
lasting. | 

After his visit, great innovations were made at 
the construction site. Upholding his lofty intention, 
the working people throughout the country directed 
great attention to the construction of the palace and 
gave an active aid. As a result, the first stage of the 
project was completed by the end of the year. 


Though the exterior of the building was almost 
finished, there was still a difficult job to do. To com- 
plete the interior we needed huge quantities of 
equipment and materials as well as precise tech- 
niques. Another headache was how to equip this great 
edifice so that it would serve as a good centre for 
the after-school education of the students. 

Around this time students and children in the 


city held a New Year’s Eve celebration at the palace’s 
gymnasium which had been completed. 

After attending the celebration, the Marshal ex- 
plained specific means to equip the interior of the 
palace and helped the builders solve all their prob- 
lems. He pointed out in the following vein: 

You must not equip the interior of the palace 
the way you do an exhibition hall. There should be 
various rooms dedicated to the studies of physics, 
chemistry, radio and motoring, and to music, fine 
art, sports and other activities so that many stu- 
dents can acquire a wide scope of knowledge and give 
full scope to their talents, according to their desire 
and taste.... Study rooms must be arranged in such 
a way as to enable the students to conduct experi- 
ments, assemble and disassemble machines and make 
new ones. In this way we will make the palace a 
“multi-purpose school for deep knowledge, lofty vir- 
tue and strong body” where students may apply their 
knowledge in practice, possess rich sentiments and 
develop their physical strength and an “extracurricular 
education centre” which will be popular among stu- 
dents.... 

We should provide the palace with best buildings, 
equipment and facilities and decorations so that they 
serve the education of the children. Thus we will 
see to it that the students can learn or study at any 
place in the palace so that they can apply the knowl- 
edge they have acquired here back at school or out 
in society. Furthermore, the palace should systema- 
tize its experience in the study circle activities 
and other fields of extracurricular education, dissem- 
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inate and géneralize it across the nation through 
books or magazines and newspapers. The palace 
should be such a centre. 


After this considerate explanation, the Marshal 
advised leadership cadres of ministries, central insti- 
tutions and enterprises to wage an extensive public 
movement to assist the palace in equipping its in- 
terior, through increased production and economy. 
_ In response to his teaching many institutions and 
enterprises vied with each other in equipping the 
palace. Each of them had a specific assignment, of- 
fering manpower, technical personnel or materials. 
More than 200 wonderful study rooms and extracurric- 
ular activity rooms were completed in a short period 
of time. These rooms can accommodate some 10,000 
students and children who will give full scope to 
their talents in the fields of science and technology, 
arts or sports according to their desire. | 

‘Thanks to the. Marshal’s far-reaching plan for the 
education of the rising generation, the hope of our 
fatherland, and to his profound solicitude, the gran- 
diose Pyongyang Students’ and Children’s Palace, one 
of the monumental edifices in the prosperous era 
of the Workers’ Party, came to soar up proudly in 
the blue sky of the capital. 

That day, marking the founding of the palace in 
the presence of the Marshal, I recalled how the 
palace had come into being and could hardly suppress 
surging excitement. 
the tower and, In a tne fall of coon? © 

emotion, said:‏ ظ و 
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“Let our students come up here and enjoy the 
view of Pyongyang... 

“And we must build an astronomical observatory 
here as soon as possible. It will help our children 
acquire broader knowledge about the universe.” 

He enumerated major apparatuses needed to 
build the observatory and told the cadres concerned 
to provide the palace with a planetarium and an 
astronomical telescope. 

Then he looked in the direction of the theatre 
the interior of which was not yet completed and 
asked us to finish the work soon and organize art 
performances and contests, making the theatre 
available for many students. 

` Night was advancing but he continued his inspec- 
tion of the palace and had a talk with us palace 01- 
ficials at a lounge. 

“Well, what else do you need?” he asked. Then 
he spoke for a long time about how best to equip 
and run the palace. His speech served as a guide to 
our work later. | 

“Fifty thousand square metres of floor space is 
tremendous. This is not a waste, though. We were. 
humiliated and lived in poverty in our childhood, 
but we should bring up our children well, shouldn’t 
we?” 

Then the Marshal said that if they studied in a 
place like this palace, children would grow up to 
be gay and cheerful, acquire deep thoughts and be 
educated in collectivism. He went on: 

“Only under our social system all students can 
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1107 at a huge palace like this. We must see to it 
tat many students come here and learn specialized 
ubjects or broaden their common knowledge on dif- 
erent subjects as they wish, so that they will be 
apable persons who are developed in an all-round 
vay.” 

Also, he showed us concrete ways to correct our 
hhortcomings in the management of the palace. 

He first detailed the ways to increase the utility 
rate of study rooms and activity rooms. 

In fact, we had striven to make ful] preparations 
for the founding celebrations. But we had confined 
ourselves to arranging things in these rooms, and 
given no serious thought to how to admit as many 
students as possible to the after-school circles. 

By that time the motoring, radio and all other 
rooms were ready but their utility rate was too low, 
though the Marshal had instructed us to make sure 


that the motoring and radio rooms equipped several 
thousands of children with the knowledge of auto- 
mobiles every year. 


The Marshal pointed to our erroneous plan to 


admit a small number of children for genius edu- 
cation. He spoke in this vein: | 


In our country, the extracurricular education of 
Students should be made a public concern because 
parents all work at their work places. 


I was worried because students had no place to 


850 after school, so I proposed that this palace be 
built as quickly as possible. 


That is why you must form many specialized 
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circles as well as circles disseminating general prin- 
ciples and draw in them as many students as possi- 
ble.... 

You must make a good use of both the study 
rooms and the theatre and mass activities rooms, 
holding art performances, showing children’s movies 
and also frequently organizing different gatherings 
for oratorical contests, fairy tales, historical narra- 
tives and poem recitations. Especially on Saturdays 
and Sundays, you must hold such gatherings twice 
or thrice a day. 

You should see to it that students from individual 
schools use the palace collectively and, in the future, 
enable the students of the provinces to come and 
study here. 

Then the Marshal stressed the need to establish 
a collectivist system of management so that everyone 
would cherish and take a good care of the palace 
and to set up a supply system whereby the state reg- 
ularly provides all the necessary materials and 
equipment for the palace. Then, looking around at 
us, he again asked whether we had got any problems. 
We had none. Because the Marshal had taught us 
what our palace should do and showed meticulous 
concern for many things which even we palace offi. 
cials could not think of. 

Engraving every word of his in our hearts we 
firmly determined to put his teachings into practice 
with credit. 


“After a pause, the Marshal Said that the palace 
had little to be desired and told 


us to let man 
ple visit the palace. He then re y peo- 


ferred to a talk he 
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had had about the palace with a guest from a capital- 
ist country. 

“He also saa that the name palace was very 
good.... I told him that children are ‘emperors’ in our 
country... Our children are kings, indeed.” 

Listening to these words of the Marshal perme- 
ated with his warm fatherly love for children, every- 
One present could not suppress tears of emotion 
welling up in his eyes. 

As a matter of fact, in the past our parents could 
not go to school in their childhood if they had no 
money, however much they wanted to learn. But 


today in the prosperous era of the Workers’ Party 

our. children and students are growing up happily 
under Marshal Kim 11 Sung’s warm care. They are 
provided with a grand palace which even kings will 
envy. They are really happy and full of hope. 

Rising to his feet, the Marshal said, “I wish I 
would be young enough to be admitted to the palace.” 

Before leaving, he again asked us to educate our 
youngsters well now that an excellent palace was 
built. Thus we spent many meaningful hours that 
day when we celebrated the founding of our stu- 
dents’ and children’s palace. 

. The Marshal gave us instructions and showed con- 
cern for us not only during the construction of the 
palace or in the period immediately after its found- 
ing. On. a number of later occasions, he sent us rare 
zoological and botanical specimen, major experiment- 
al apparatuses and a lot of teaching aids to guarantee 
the smooth management of the palace. In addition, 
when he spots new products or things that will be 
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useful to the education of Students, during his on-the- 
spot guidance at factories or in the rural areas, he 
makes sure that they are sent to our palace. He also 
sees to it that new scientific and technological theories 
are first introduced in the palace study rooms and 
that the valuable experience accumulated at the palace 
is generalized throughout the country. 

The Marshal not only constantly directs deep at- 
tention to the work at our palace but personally 
visits the palace several times a year, meticulously 
looking after our work lest there should be any de- 
fect and even giving us close guidance concerning 
the content and methods of education. 

In particular, whenever he saw things made by 
the students or watche 
training or play music 
to adhere to Juche as Koreans and 


ts kind after the palace 


of this commemorative 
the palace. 


palace’s utility rate was 
first days of its foundin 
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ture circle were showing a full-scale performance en- 
titled “Sound Physique Is the Nation’s Treasure.” 
While watching the callisthenics, boxing, heavy 
gymnastics and various other events, he said: 
“Schools must promote physical training. If you 
neglect physical training, you get lazy. Then you can- 
not conquer nature and, in the end, will lose your rey- 
olutionary spirit.... We must develop physical culture 
aS a mass movement. | 
“If you are not healthy, your technology will be 
useless and you cannot fight battles. Physical train- 
ing makes you courageous, well-balanced and tall.” 
He pointed to the need to assign more teacherg 
- specialized in different branches of physical culture 
and sports and equip the palace better so that it would 
become an ideal centre for our younger generation to 
temper their bodies and minds from their childhood. 
“But children should not be made only to engage 
in physical culture and sports. They should acquire 
more Knowledge and techniques at the same time.” 
Saying so, he stressed that all students Should be 
brought up from childhood to be ardent revolution- 
aries possessed of communist ideology, lofty mora] 
qualities as well as profound knowledge and sound 
body. 1 
The Marshal also looked around the r 
products of the science and technology 
bers and pictures drawn by the fine art 
bers were on display and dropped in at 
tion room. Then he moved on to the the 
he joined the young delegates to the Na 
ing of Model Young Pioneers to see a mus 
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circle mem. 
the recrea- 
atre. There, 
tional Meet- 
ic and dance 


epic “Reserves for the Revolution” which the palace’s 
art circle members had prepared to mark the sum- 
ming up of their circle activities. 

It was a grand-scale performance in which over 
1,000 children took part. It showed the glorious path 
the Korean Young Pioneers had traversed for the 
past 18 years under the warm care of our Party and 
Marshal Kim 11 Sung. The performance also demon- 
strated the high level of artistic ability that the stu- 
dents of the palace had acquired. 

The Marshal said that our students and children 
could give full scope to their artistic talents from 
childhood because they had a good theatre now and 
stressed the need of improving the education to build 
up rich sentiments in them. 

That day he greatly encouraged us who had just 
started our work, saying that our country would de- 
velop tremendously if we continue with the education 
this way for many years, bringing up children to pos- 
sess profound knowledge, lofty moral qualities and 
sound body. Thus we reviewed the initial successes 
in our work under the Marshal’s direction and pushed 
ahead with our work more vigorously, feeling greatly 
honoured and proud as educators who bring up the 
future generation for our country. 

Our palace is the concentrical materialization of 
Marshal Kim 11 Sung’s far-reaching plan for the edu- 
cation of the young generation, that he has endeav- 
oured to realize since the first days of his revolution- 
ary activity. 

We palace functionaries are constantly studying 
his lofty idea of educating young people and children 
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and are putting it into practice step by step under his 
repeated guidance and considerate care. 

Though the palace has a short history, tens of 
thousands of students and children have gone through 
their activities at the palace and today some 10,000 
students and children are drawn in Study circles and 
mass activities, spending worthy and joyful hours 
after school. 

Each day at the palace is a worthwhile day for the 
new revolutionary generation to broaden their knowl- 
edge, acquire lofty moral traits and temper their 
bodies there. 

Through their activities at the palace, our Students 
and children deeply study and assimilate Marshal 
Kim 11 Sung’s great revolutionary thought and our 
Party’s brilliant revolutionary traditions and culti- 
vate their communist spirit in order to become his 
loyal revolutionary fighters. 

There they also learn about the hard lives our 
parents had to lead under the rule of the landlords 
and capitalists before, are deeply convinced of the 
superiority of the socialist system established in our 
country and firmly resolve to defend to the end this 
excellent system which has provided them With the 
present happy lives. They are growing up to be talent- 
ed scientists and technicians who will undertake the 
tasks of an all-round technica] revolution, artists and 
soldiers defending the nation. 

As we see, the Students’ and Chil 
is a place. of learning and a cradle o 

Various colourful functions are he 
palace on the New Year’s Day, 
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dren’s Palace 
f happiness 

Id here at this 
on the spring holidays 


in April and May, as well as on the anniversary of 
the founding of the Korean Young Pioneers which 
falls on June 6 and on the Students’ Day. On these 
occasions the atmosphere gets unusually animated. 

The Marshal regards being among the children 
as his greatest happiness; he frequently attends these 
celebrations though he is extremely busy, and this 
makes our students and children feel unboundedly 
honoured and delighted. 

Particularly, on every New Year’s Day the 
Marshal visits the palace and wishes the students and 
children happiness in the coming year. He spends a 
joyous time with our children who sing and dance in 
praise of their worthy life in which they are preparing 
themselves to be dependable reserves for communist 
construction. On one such occasion the Marshal said: 

“How nice it is that we all greet the New Year’s 
Day together like this!... I feel myself some ten years 
younger. The bourgeoisie enjoy holidays only among 
themselves, but we all come here together and enjoy 
the holiday like this. How wonderful it is! In fact, 
we are all blood brothers as is mentioned in the song 
‘We Are the Happiest in the World’....”’ 

Indeed, our students and children are growing up 
happily, knowing no want. Everyone attends school 
and learns to his heart’s content, and is provided with 
new school uniforms for each season. They spend very 
pleasant and worthy childhood at students’ and 
children’s palaces, young people’s houses, juvenile 
cinema houses, scenic spots and Young Pioneers 
camps set up in different parts of the country. 

This happy life which our younger generation are 


17 


now leading has been brought about by our grateful 
social system, our glorious socialist fatherland estab- 
lished by the Workers’ Party of Korea and the 
respected and beloved leader Marshal Kim 11 Sung. 
But in the southern half of our country where the 
U.S. imperialists are entrenched the children are lead- 
ing an utterly different life. When the students and 
children in the northern half of the Republic are sing- 
ing and dancing happily at a magnificent palace, one 
of the world’s best edifices, their brothers and sisters 
in the southern half are suffering from hunger and 
cold in the bleak streets. 

While the former are studying as much as they 
like, play merrily and grow up healthily under the 
highly favourable conditions accorded by the nine- 
year compulsory education, the latter are withering 
away, Shining shoes for the Yankees or drudging for 
the rich. 

However, the glorious day is sure to come when 
the children in the south, like those in the north, will 
be in the warm, magnanimous embrace of the 
respected and beloved leader Marshal Kim Il Sung. 

Our students and children are the reserves for the 
future of our country, for our revolution, who will 
liberate the south, splendidly carry forward the glo- 
rious revolutionary traditions in the united beautiful 
land of 3,000 ri and build a new world of socialism 
and communism. 

Bearing this glory deep in their mind, our stu- 


dents and children must prepare themselves well from 
Childhood so that they will become true and infinitely 
loyal sons and daug 


hters of our Party and Marshal 
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Kim 11 Sung, and a new type of men who are de- 
veloped in an all-round way. 

Upholding Marshal Kim 11 Sung’s lofty idea of the 
education of the younger generation, our palace will 
bring up millions of children to be the reserve forces 
of the building of communism, possessed of profound 
knowledge, lofty moral traits and sound body, to be 
revolutionary fighters who will always advance 
valiantly along the road indicated by him, without 
yielding to any adversity. By doing this, we will repay 
the great solicitude Marshal Kim 11 Sung shows for 
us and live up to his expectations. 

“This palace is a ‘smithery’ which tempers ex- 
cellent fighters to build communism. The younger 
generation should be looked after and brought up as 
in Korea, as Marshal Kim 11 Sung is doing. Only then, 
will we have no worry about the future of our 
country.” | 

“This palace mirrors the look of Korea. We can 
see clearly how Korea will develop in the future.” 

These are words of foreign guests who visited 


the palace. 
Indeed, our future is full of hope, confidence and 


glory. 

When our students and children grow up and be- 
come the cornerstones and pillars of the nation, our 
homeland will be wealthier and more powerful. 
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“ART CAN ONLY FLOURISH 
ON THE SOIL OF REALITY” 


Han Sung Hi 


In this era of the Workers’ Party when all of us 
work and live in happiness, life is full of songs ana 
work full of joyous dances. 

In old days workers often had to go to bed with 
empty stomachs and lie with their heads on wooden 
pillows, eyes closed but minds awake in cold, dingy, 
narrow rooms of their ‘hostels, while peasants be- 
moaned their sad plight. But now everyone sings 
and dances for joy of life. 

_ Children in red ties and even graybeards, to Say 
nothing of young people, vie with one another at na- 
tional art festivals. 

Thanks to our Party’s correct policy on literature 
and art and under the wise leadership of President 
Kim 11 Sung, art is flourishing among the masses. 
Whenever I attend amateur artistic performances or 
organize them myself I recall the President’s visit 
to the construction site of the Tongno-gang Hydro- 
electric Power Station. At that time he saw our work. 
ers’ performance there and kindly explained the 
merits and demerits of the play. 
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` One day in August 1959, a happy and encouraging 
news came to the builders of the power station who 
were working hard to finish the project as early as 
possible: They were told that Marshal Kim Il Sung 
would visit the construction site before long. 

All the place became active like a fierce battle- 
field, with a tremendous enthusiasm of the work- 
ers who were resolved to greet the Marshal with 
excellent work results. 

In this lively atmosphere the art circle mem- 
bers, too, were looking forward with stirring excite- 
ment to the Marshal’s arrival. While busying them- 
selves with the construction work, they practised at 
singing and recited scripts to prepare themselves for 
the parts they were to play. 

They were eager to give him a variety show, 
“The Tongno-gang Power Station, Our Pride”, pro- 
duced by their collective efforts, which reflected the 
life of the builders. This desire was shared by all of 
us, not only circle members but also the leading func- 
tionaries of the building agency, including me who 
was then chairman of the trade union organization 
and one of the organizers of the art circle activi- 
ties. 

At last, on the evening of August 8, Marshal 
Kim Il Sung, accompanied by cadres, came to our 
construction agency. 

The director reported to him the situation of the 
project nearing completion. Then he added that the 
workers had prepared a stage show to celebrate the 
forthcoming inauguration. 
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“Are you going to stage it tonight?” asked the 
Marshal with a gentle smile on his face. 

“Yes, sir,’ came the answer. 00 

One of the accompanying cadres advised the 
Marshal to take a rest that night, for he must have 
been tired. 


“Oh, Pm all right.... You'll give the show in the 
clubhouse, won’t you?” 

“Yes, sir. But you must be tired today....”” 

Before the director could finish his speech, the 
Marshal interrupted waving his hand, “Never mind. 
Never mind.... Let’s see the show. Just as they are 
good at building, so they must be good at playing!...” 

The word that the Marshal would attend our per- 
formance instantly spread all over the place. 

The amateur artistes, both men and women, a- 
gain rehearsed the main scenes of the variety show, 
excited with joy at the idea of playing in the presence 
of the Marshal. 

Apparently, they were so happily excited that 
they frequently stuttered in reciting the scripts which 
they had done smoothly before, and their songs which 
had always been sweet and melodious seemed to sound 
awkward. 

At eight sharp, when the twilight began to come 
on, the Marshal arrived at the clubhouse, accom- 
panied with cadres. 


We rushed to the main entrance and ushered 
him in. 


Ascending the steps, he said, “This clubhouse 
looks cleaner than it was last year.” 

When he visited our construction site in the 
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previous summer (1958), Marshal Kim 11 Sung had 
advised the leadership of our agency not to neglect 
the cultural life of the workers, and told them to 
improve the club building. Thereafter, true to the 
Marshal’s teaching, we repaired and fully equipped 
the exterior and interior of the clubhouse. He looked 
at the clean walls and ceiling and was much pleased. 

The moment the Marshal stepped inside, both 
the players on the stage and the audience burst 
into cheers. With a broad smile on his face, he ac- 
knowledged the cheers, waving his hand, and seated 
himself in the front row. He asked how many peo- 
ple the hall could accommodate. Informed that it 
could admit one thousand persons, he said that it 
was a fine clubhouse. He told us to make the hall a 
place of cultural recreation for the builders to nurture 
their artistic talents. 

Presently the curtain rose and the variety show, 
“The Tongno-gang Power Station, Our Pride”, was on. 
The show consisting of songs and dances, poem reci- 
tations, dramatic sketches, went on smoothly. 

As I was sitting near him in the next row, to his 
right, I could have a close look at his profile. He kept 
affectionate eyes on the players on the stage just as 
a father does on his children at play. He always led 
the clapping at the change of scenes. 

A few scenes had been presented, when Marshal 
Kim 11 Sung turned to me and said in a low but ex- 
cited voice: ‘“Wonderful.... It has a high artistic value 
and is rich in ideological content.” 

Then to the cadres on both sides he said in a 
satisfied tone, “How about it? I like it....” 
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The players proceeded without a big hitch. After 
several scenes, the Marshal asked me again, “What’s 
the oldest age of the circle members?” 

“Fifty-one, sir,” I replied. 

He nodded and asked me again, “How many peo- 
ple are playing in the show?” 

“One hundred and thirty-seven, sir.” 

“One hundred and thirty-seven! That’s grand.... 
Who’s given them the training?” 

“A machine repairman, sir. He was in the army.” 


“A machine repairman? Splendid! All the better 
in that the workers themselves are the collective au- 


thors of the play and appear as actors in it. It’s lifelike! 
Art can only flourish on the soil of reality. Both 
their acting and emotions are lifelike....” 

Now, before our eyes was unfolded a scene of 
fish dance performed to the play of melodious folk 
songs. Scores of girls in fancy dresses went swimming 
about the stage in an animated, rhythmic motion. 


Some of them were tall and plump, others slender and 
still others small. | 


‘The spectators burst into laughter. 


| Marshal Kim Il Sung, too, grinned broadly and 
said to me, “Great plenty of fish, big and small! This 
is a splendid dance. You mean you will make the 
Tongno-gang River teem with fish like that. Yes, the 
river will be harnessed to create a large lake when 
the construction is over! Wonderful! And the dance 
is well choreographed.” | 
The show lasted more than two hours, but time 
flew by before we were aware of it because we were 
delightfully excited at being with the Marshal. We 
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were very sorry that we had not prepared a longer 
show. 

When the show was over, all the circle members 
rushed to the forefront of the stage and raised cheers, 
which went higher and higher, their faces aglow with 
joy and happiness and their eyes glittering with the 
dew of tears. 

The Marshal waved his hand in acknowledgement 
for a long time before he left the hall. 

He halted in the corridor and asked, “Where is 
the trade union chairman?” 

I went to his side. 

He took me by the hand and said: 

“The amateur show is wonderful. The workers 
here are good at work and art performance as well... 

“The show is all the better because it has been 
produced and staged by the workers themselves. 

“I can see that the circle members have made 
much efforts. As I said during the show, the perform- 
ance was simple but full of life and emotions. It 
was excellent! We might say professional artistes are 
just specialized in their own fields but your art 
circle members sing and dance well and work well; 
they are good at everything.... 

“Art can only flourish on the soil of reality. 

‘You should properly develop art circle activities. 
That will increase your strength.” 

And then, he pointed in detail to some choreo- 
graphical defects of the show: 

“We are building a power station by our own 
efforts for the first time in our history. The play 
should have dealt more with the fruitful efforts you 
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